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the Christic Institute is a public interest law firm and | think probably the easiest way to get a handle on what 
who we are is to look at what we've done over the years we've taken cases like the Karen Silkwood case that 
was our very first case the young woman you know the home of work for a nuclear plant you've got their own 
killed we don't just do a lawsuit we always organized around the lawsuit and try to get information out to the 
public that is being withheld from them yeah we we are doing a case currently for two journalists who were 
injured by contracting tivity injured in Central America it's their injury that gives standing to get in front of the 
court filed a civil lawsuit in federal court in Miami around a press conference bombing where one of them 
was severely hurt and then that's Tony Abraham he was an ABC television cameraman at the time and his 
wife Martha honey who is a professional journalist in her own right they began to look into who have done 
this bombing and who was behind it and they discovered that it wasn't the son Denise does as people 
originally thought but rather a shadowy group of characters that operated out of John Paul's ranch John hull 
h UL lis a north american millionaire rancher who has extensive holdings in northern costa rica and 20th 
martha discovered early on that some of the people who plan a little painful bombing were operating out of 
his ranch they also discovered that arms traffic was going through there that character named Rob Owen we 
later learned the course was the right hand man The Courier hasn't called himself for Oliver North used to go 
to that ranch frequently plane loads of arms were flown in there 
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plane loads of arms were flown in there they were and sometimes the same planes loaded back up with 
drugs for transshipment up to the US so that's just the overall context of how we got into the lawsuit once we 
got into it though we wanted to bring to this lawsuit information that we knew from other sources and from 
other cases that we did we were already firmly convinced that there is massive cocaine traffic coming into 
this country that officials are looking the other way on their selective law enforcement going on around drug 
trafficking we also knew that this drug trafficking was connected with a number of intelligence agents former 
agents people who now operate in the private sector but who were doing a similar kind of thing while in the 
agency while they were in Southeast Asia there was considerable opium heroin traffic coming out of the 
Golden Triangle with the knowledge and indeed sometimes the direct assistance of this group of men so in 
doing a lawsuit around the press-conference bombing we didn't want to just go after the bomber although 
we've named him nor the group of Cuban Americans who operated out of John Holt's ranch although we also 
managed them John Paul himself is one of our defendants we wanted to go after the people for whom they 
were agents who were the men further up who were the higher-ups who planned this kind of an event or who 
release agents to plan this kind of an event and what's their past history and what we discovered is what we 
sometimes referred to as the shadow government or at first we were calling them the secret team that that's 
a little conspiratorial we discovered a group of men who in fact have been for a long time operating first of all 
within the US government doing illegal arms traffic and illegal 
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traffic and illegal traffic to produce funds for what they like to call their black operations things that are so 
secret that they don't want to have to report even to a complacent Congress so they generate funds through 
the drug smuggling and through arms trafficking in order to be able to do the kind of of assassination 
programs and other operations that that can be well documented so basically what this lawsuit said was that 
the injury to Tony Abraham and his wife Martha honey wasn't just some group of crazies but rather 
technically is known as a racketeering enterprise it was done by people who have a history and powdered 
and who therefore fit under the RICO laws is called RICO stands for Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt 
Organizations Act it has a civil component which we are using and in order to get the RICO jurisdiction 
racketeering jurisdiction we have to show that in addition to injuring these people they have previous 
violations each each defendant has to have at least two violations of that racketeering law within any given 
10-year period we're alleging that some of them have a history that goes clear back to the 60s and some of 
the key players in our lawsuit such as Theodore Shaklee who was formerly the head of corporate operations 
for the CIA while George Bush was its director either our Shaklee and his partner Thomas Klein's and some 
of the others that we've named started really we pick up their trail in the early sixties when they were in 
Miami and the CIA station were even then planning assassinations of people like Fidel Castro and Che 
Guevara etc we know that their operation 
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Guevara etc we know that their operation even then was involved with drug trafficking but when that was 
discovered rather than prosecute these people they were shipped out to Southeast Asia they have a long 
history first of all in Laos and later in Vietnam Phoenix program when that ended in the late in mid 70s rather 
than shut down on the operation that they going they moved into Iran where they became the protectors and 
the patrons of the Shah of Iran helping to stamp out any opposition that he had including the the moderate 
Democratic opposition and while there they began to contact people like samosa in Central America he was 
the dictator the bloody dictator in Nicaragua whose bank loans and foreign aid and so on were somewhat 
curtailed by the harken amendment long before people now are focusing on the Boland Amendment and try 
to pretend that all of this iran-contra stuff started because Congress cut off funds to the to the Contras it was 
back in the late 70s that samosa was cut off because of his gross pattern of violation of Human Rights the 
beast people moved in and began to supply samosa he fell anyhow in 1979 and so they immediately then 
went to bolstering his former National Guardsmen forming them into a fighting force which became known as 
the Contras or the Democratic opposition some in the executive branch like to call it but that the point is that 
this thing did not start with Oliver North and the Boland amendment and the little conspiracy that has been 
revealed now in the public it has a pretty long history and the Central American episode is only the last 
episode in a rather long epic 
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the last episode in a rather long epic camp and what we wanted to do through this loss of course is to nail 
them for this injury to our clients expose the arms trafficking and drug trafficking that's gone on around 
supporting the Contras but we also want to show that while they're now operating in the private sector for this 
most recent episode these people come from government they work hand in glove with government they are 
in a sense almost a professional mercenary group that that gives government policy a little bit more 
deniability by doing it in this sort of off-the-shelf way you may remember that Oliver North when he was 
testifying in front of Congress used the term off-the-shelf operation actually he was he was talking about CIA 
director Casey and he said that Casey liked to go to the off-the-shelf standalone self-financed capacity and 
of course the Congress people almost immediately started to pretend like that was something that was being 
developed and all wouldn't this be awful if this has happened in the future it would threaten our own 
democracy the fact is the off-the-shelf operation is in existence it was in existence before the Boland 
amendment now that Oliver North and that phase of it have been exposed it is still in existence that's what 
we're going after with the Christian Institute pinko project okay this shadow government this secret the secret 


team of CIA X CIA military and military intelligence officers oliver north it's not just that they were involved in 
assassination programs disinformation terrorism drug smuggling right arms dealing and and basically just 
basically to topple ortega yes but not all of them were involved in 
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yes but not all of them were involved in all phases of the operation and this is one of the things that we have 
to be very clear about it's not as well these people have you know a board of directors and one mount at the 
top and you can draw up the lines of authority and all the rest of it there are a variety of people who move in 
and out of this racketeering enterprise for a variety of reasons some of them don't even like each other some 
of the ability to know each other and but it doesn't matter legally at law they constitute a racketeering 
enterprise some of them | am convinced for instance are motivated only by money and you don't want to 
make more money off of the drugs others are more motivated by a kind of ideology a kind of rabid anti- 
communism whereby anything that they do is okay because after all they're fighting the evil empire notice 
how some of their language right away starts to get very theological others are in it | think because they got 
literally thrown out of the intelligence community back during the time of Carter when President Carter came 
in he went Stansfield Turner as CIA director and Turner clean house to some extent they fired some 600 
covert operatives most of whom | don't think are pumping gas or running restaurants | think most of them are 
doing pretty much the same things that they did while they were in the agency except they're now doing it 
through a kind of private privatized network so but what it amounts to for the public and | think this is very this 
is a very important a key point with me what it amounts to that it's a threat to our democracy it's not just what 
they're doing in Nicaragua that is awful well | think that's that is pretty bad and Nicaragua hell solvent or other 
rights of the third world | think their activities are are very unchecked there's a null system of checks and 
balances and they are very devastating to those people but ultimately it's our democracy it's 
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ultimately it's our democracy it's constitutional democracy that is at stake because if you can have 
government policy being carried out through the private sector self-financed they don't even have to go to 
Congress for the plunge because they have massive amounts of money the arms trafficking and drug 
trafficking and so on if that is true then it doesn't really matter even what the president wants if we have a 
president who disagrees with them they will work more quietly and more off-the-shelf if they have a president 
who agrees with them they can bring it back in indeed even into the basement of the White House so it can 
shift in or out of government but it amounts to a system where there are no checks and balances where there 
is no accountability to the public and it's a fundamental attack on democracy this is what an austere and it 
yeah it not only picks up the danger of having a CIA which can do covert operations that the public has very 
little check on it makes it one step further read it's greater than my ability by doing it through the private 
sector and that means that these people are a virtual law unto themselves they are self financed they they 
feel that they know what's best for the rest of us it's that kind of very dangerous very elitist very gracious 
attitude that | think is a fundamental threat on on some of our dearest American values or our most cherished 
values are really sigh Roenick they're they're threatened by people who see themselves as the saviors of 
these values it's almost like the old thing in Vietnam where we you know we had to destroy the village in 
order to see this kind of mad logic that took over these people are in effect saying we have to go around the 
Constitution in order to protect it so 
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Constitution in order to protect it so there you know it's the same sort of logic we have to destroy the 
Constitution in order to save them so that well they will do anything to justify the ends if they think the 
ideology your ideology is to stop communism they will do any kind of terrorist acts they will kill anybody they 
will manipulate anything they will break any laws to complete their agenda that's correct there's a certain 
pragmatism takes over and it's okay they not only will do it but they will feel good about it they will feel like 
there's some sort of messianic figure somebody's saving Western civilization when Albert my team was 


asked about his ideology in front of Congress he said l'm a businessman I'm in it for the money in a sense he 
was probably the most honest of most of them he he wanted to make a you know communism communism 
you didn't care wasn't an ideological question whereas for others you know the | think the ones that I find the 
scariest are the the true what I would call the true believers only Ollie North's think that they are so dedicated 
and so righteous about what they're doing that their ideology can be a real set of blinders it's like it's like 
putting on something that gives you tunnel vision and this allows the entrance of other data or or other 
considerations about that | think is the most scary | mean a man like Hakim you know where he's coming 
from but the ideologues are hard to deal with you know we're one of the things | have to point out of course 
isn't the Christic Institute are frequently thought of as being some kind of ideologue ourselves and so we 
have to | guess ask ourselves the same questions that we with these people would ask themselves | think 
we try to do that | think we we try to keep in touch with through its communities we've been we get 
information from a lot of different sources we have our own professional 
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sources we have our own professional investigators but we've had people inside of government we've had 
people inside of the intelligence agencies come to us and tell us stuff that's going on don't want to be a 
whistleblower don't want to go public but they will either verify certain things for us when we ask them or they 
will bring information to us so our point of view | don't think is one of some kind of rabid ideology it's one of 
trying to expose the truth for us the bottom line is always the truth we tell our clients anybody who sort of 
hires us to take their case we tell them look it up the truth exposes you you're going to go down to a word 
word you know we will divulge the truth to the public as we know it whatever we know tell me what was what 
was Richard Nixon's role in this what going back to Cuba what was Gerald Ford's role Ronald Reagan's role 
and enjoy Bush is wrong well that's a tall order but and those none of those men are defendants of ours so | 
must say we haven't gone specifically after for anyone of it when we bumped into all of them at one point or 
another maybe probably let me deal with the beginning of it and they starting with Richard Nixon and ending 
with George Bush those are the more important aspects to it with Richard Nixon it is quite clear that he was 
involved at least with setting up some kind of shooter team as SWAT as they called it to go after people like 
Jacob | repeat all Castrol etc that some of those people were trained in Mexico as a matter of fact in 
triangular fire that this was known to this was done through the official 
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this was done through the official structures through the CIA so there were there were direct connections in 
the early days of at least establishing this kind of activity but it was done under at least under a certain 
executive control at that time later when the whole thing came apart in Vietnam and they saw President 
Carter coming into the White House and emphasizing human rights and all that sort of wimpy stuff some of 
them were thrown out of the out of the intelligence community others left voluntarily but they knew that they 
had to set up something in the private sector to be able to continue the same level of activities because it 
would be harder now with a president who wasn't quite as sympathetic to it it isn't as though you know mr. 
Carter cleaned up all of the evil there's abundant evidence that Carter for instance knew as well as other 
presidents knew but Noriega the strongman from Panama was a drug dealer but look the other way Carter 
probably looked the other way because he wanted the Panama Canal Street is one of the crowning jewels of 
his foreign policy so I think presidents knew | think that the the one that's been the hardest depend on and 
what Esther what he knew of course was Reagan one can deposit almost anything and still not reach the 
boundaries of his ignorance so you know it's a little fuzzier with him and we were willing to give him the 
benefit of the doubt but there can be no doubt now as a result of some of the recent trials that Reagan 
himself knew and signed the finding for instance that John Poindexter tore up so that it wouldn't become 
public and Poindexter is now been convicted of destroying government evidence and keeping it from 
Congress and he knew exactly what was in that so there's no doubt that | I think that we can no longer ignore 
the fact that Reagan at 
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longer ignore the fact that Reagan at least in the broad outlines he did know that farms were going to the 
Iranian government he was lying about what he knew about that and trying to it wasn't arms for hostages and 
if he knew then certainly his vice-president went George Bush who's mean to tasks as vice president were 
drug interdiction and anti-terrorism under the anti-terrorist rubric but a lot of this stuff got brought right back 
into the White House basement and set up through the National Security Council got the broad public of the 
private sector and then of course when they got the Boland Amendment got hit with that they helped to move 
it back into the private sector but they kept the liaison they kept an official government liaison his name was 
all over North but going more specifically to what it is that that Bush knew and again we we weren't looking 
for mr. Bush in this but in investigating we found out first of all a lot of the supervision of the flow of arms to 
the Contras was going through a man named Felix Rodriguez in yellow fungal Air Base Salvador Rodriguez 
is a longtime operative with the CIA he goes clear back to the Cuban days he was with these people in 
Southeast Asia he got his job in Central America now supposedly in the private sector but he got it through 
the recommendation of George Bush he kept in custom days on with George Bush's right-hand man Donald 
Gregg we took the deposition of Donald Gregg and in discovery and through the subpoena power that we 
have we turned up documents like for instance one document that showed that George Bush was meeting 
directly with Felix Rodriguez and Donald 
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directly with Felix Rodriguez and Donald Gregg and that it says right on one of the memos that we got one of 
the topics of discussion was both resupply of the Contras we presented that to Donald Gregg at his 
deposition ship how do you explain now and you know if his answer was under oath this rather brilliant man 
was out there and said puzzles me it just puzzles me to this day | can't figure out how that got on that memo 
because we didn't talk about that so he was later asked of course when when his confirmation hearings 
came up he's now the ambassador to Korea but when his confirmation hearings came out senator Cranston 
from California and others questioned him about that memo again and he said oh he's finally figured it out it 
must have meant that they were talking about resupply of the copters and it got written down read supply of 
the congressman he's changed his story on it three or four times it's quite clear that the man did know that 
this illegal transfer of arms to the Contras was going on the very time when Congress have forbidden so this 
is this is all you know right under George Bush's nose so to speak what's their situation wasn't when Hassan 
foot's went down that that Grieg immediately put a call in to pushes off that was the other way around the 
very first person when Eugene hasenfus who by the way also used to fly for Air America which was the CIA 
proprietary in Southeast Asia that was directly involved in bringing the opium heroin products out of the 
Golden Triangle that's where we're hustle post got his start he was now flying for a southern air transport 
taking arms into Nicaragua and dropping them in the field when his plane got shot down as soon as that 
happened village Rodriguez the very first phone call that he made was to the office of the vice president and 
he spoke with Donald Gregg no and yet they're trying to clean that oh gosh 
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they're trying to clean that oh gosh this wasn't vice presidential enough and so the boss didn't know about it it 
doesn''t it doesn't have that there's no way that you can pretend that these people didn't know what was 
going on the phone calls that were made the documents out of their own office that say they were talking 
about resupply of the Contras and the connections that we know that these people have historically this 
crowd has worked together before within the intelligence community it's not as though George Bush didn't 
know who Felix Rodriguez was what its specialties were because he worked with him directly when he was 
the head of the CIA in 1976 so as | say we haven't we haven't gone directly after her Bush but there's no way 
that one can conclude that he was pulled out of the loop and again that too is being confirmed now from a lot 
of sources outside of the Christic Institute during the one of the first trials who came up | think was the Oliver 
North trial the government had to admit they wouldn't show certain documents but in order to come to a 
compromise on the documents they have 42 pages of admissions things that they were stipulating to being 
true one of those admissions was that first of all there was an agreement with the president of Honduras was 
a port of Aden that if you give aid to the Contras then we will replace that aid we just so called quid pro quo 


they love these Latin terms I'd like to remind audiences of course that quid pro quo is just a fancy Latin term 
for a bride that's what it means you do what we want you to and we will pay you for it out of taxpayer money | 
might add so we know that there was that quid pro quo arrangement where he's always putting student he 
what's George Bush said there wasn't which he said there wasn't we know that he was 
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said there wasn't we know that he was not only in the loop he was a key player he was the one who 
personally went to Honduras a couple days after this an agreement was made to talk to suazo Cordoba do to 
do the arm-twisting necessary and immediately after his visit of course the grants of material were made and 
then they were later replaced out of our tax payers money so for him to pretend that you know he was out of 
the loop or that he was somehow the Yale football game when when these things were discussed doesn't 
make sense it lacks completely lacks credibility you know the incredible hypocrisy hypocrisy of the Reagan 
Bush administration they say they're against terrorists but they but they work with terrorists and this entire 
secret the government shadow government was like instilling an inspiring terrorist acts all over the world they 
say they were against drugs and are against drugs but they were cooperating with basically addicting 
Americans by bringing drugs in on the same planes and | think one of the greatest ironies of all is the 
sentence to a man like Oliver North Oliver North may not have been directly involved in the drug trafficking 
what | can tell of his background I would be | would doubt that he was did he know about the drug trafficking 
the fact is he clearly knew about it he housed in his handwritten diary which is some 1,100 pages we know 
that there are 543 pages that have drug references in and one of them for instance II he's talking about an 
arm's place in Honduras it's called the armed supermarket that was the way that he referred to it and he 
wrote in his own handwriting that fourteen million dollars to finance that place came from drugs so here we 
have a man who for his own ideological reasons or however he justified it | don't know but he clearly was 
involved with those who were bringing drugs into this country you know what his sentence was 
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country you know what his sentence was he's now to do community service counseling inner-city kids who 
are involved with a drug in Washington DC guess which color most of those kids are going to be and also 
here's this white B beveled criminal and it still somehow assumed that he has something to say to the 
devastated black communities if it's Kafkaesque it really is it's awesome okay talk getting into the nicaraguan 
activities and the Lepanto bombing uh there's two things | want to talk about about the secret to the shadow 
government and that they would do anything to complete their agenda one they have the plot to assassinate 
a US ambassador and to the fact that the penka bombing was not simply to kill Eden Pastora who wouldn't 
unify the Contras but really to kill US journalists so that the United States could be outraged and invade the 
Kurama to kill international journalists that seem to be one of their goals yeah it's it's hard to say usually 
these operations have a variety of goals one of them was to get rid of Pastora because he was a pain in the 
neck he wouldn't go along with the CIA he wouldn't he wouldn't join uno and fight under the direction of the 
CIA as they wanted him to in fact he was calling a press conference precisely to tell them to tell the CIA that 
he wasn't going to be there boy so that was a bit of a problem we think also he was probably unwittingly 
interrupting the flow of drugs because he wouldn't let the Cubans join his group and these Miami Cubans 
who have for years been funding their operations there with drug traffic knew that this southern front coming 
up from Costa Rica was going to be like a major new artery opening up that they want to do it on so 


00:30:01 (https:/www.youtube.com/watch ?v=b4j9kZsJcFY &t=1801s 





opening up that they want to do it on so there there could have been drug reasons they're almost certainly 
was as you suggested the idea of setting up the Sun in East is international killed it will outrage people in fact 
there was even the discussion where they referred to an NBC camera and there can be seen journalism who 
had been killed by the Somoza forces on camera yeah when the u.s. probably saw that of course they're 
outraged and you know that was what they wanted was a similar kind of thing blame it on the Sun Denis t'as 
but this this business of of setting up terrorist events that are then going to be blamed on the left of course it's 


not terribly new and it's quite clear that they had other plans to go forward like that they were actually casing 
the US Embassy in Costa Rica to kill ambassador towns who is in sulfur right-wingers so a person would be 
blamed on the left would be blamed on the southern eastern sea but mr. towns had among other things 
angered the midian cartel when he had operated in Colombia previously and so there was a price on his 
head they would get rid of him collect the bounty but more importantly it would clearly be blamed on the 
Nicaraguans and part of their plan was to leave a dead Nicaraguan with papers on him that would implicate 
the Nicaraguan government 20 ever again and Martha honey in the course of their investigation of Lepanto 
bombing found out about this they informed the embassy the clown never happened we were able to take 
countermeasures and that didn't actually happen so we know though that not only was that plan but similar 
kinds of events were being planned in places like Honduras and other places so these people are not at all 
beyond doing terrorist acts and then blaming them on the very people that they want to get rid of that they 
will then label as terrorists or label as communist when in 
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terrorists or label as communist when in fact the acts are things that they themselves implanted carried on 
and they they say that they're that they're doing this for national security and they're doing this to to defend 
democracy all over them all over the world and in reality they will they will set up Americans and kill anybody 
that's correct and as you mentioned they do it very often using democracy as kind of the Shibboleth you 
know as | pointed out | think that that one of the biggest threats to democracy is precisely this kind of off the 
shelf operation this kind of government that is privatized and that bypasses checks and balances it's 
probably a far greater threat to democracy down you know the Russians or others have ever been but one 
thing | should point out of course is that our lawsuit was dismissed on summary judgment by the court just 
prior to going to trial now in non legal leaves what that means is the judge substituted his judgment for the 
judgment of a jury and wouldn't let this evidence be put in front of a jury probably because it would have 
been too disturbing to have it go down as it as it would have right in the middle of a presidential campaign 
one party in particular would have looked rather bad if this information were exposed so he was paid off then 
well it's hard to say paid off no | have no evidence of that these people however generally drink at the same 
watering holes they generally have many of the same interest this judge was a Nixon appointee he used to 
be on the board of directors of one of the banks in Miami that's been involved in in laundering the money that 
was skimmed off the casinos and the drug money so yeah it's it's hard to say whether he did it entirely on his 
own or whether he was paid off or ordered to do it or what but the fact is he dismissed it using 





but the fact is he dismissed it using the excuse that the enterprise would now couldn't be denied didn't get 
clearly linked to the bombing so he he said well okay you have this enterprise this illegal criminal enterprise 
going on but you haven't shown clearly enough that it's linked to the injury to your people what's happened in 
the meantime now while we have that issue on appeal in Atlanta we should be hearing from the appellate 
court by the end of this year what's happened is that the Costa Rican government has reopened Filippenko 
bombing investigation because again they realized that the one who supervised the first investigation was on 
the CIA payroll they came out their official judicial police came to the new inclusion that John hull and the 
bomber and a cuban-american whom we've named as a defendant Phillipe baby doll we're clearly involved in 
this thing together and that there is enough evidence to indict them for murder so the Costa Rican 
government has now come down with murder criminal murder indictments for a little pink bunny and they've 
tied it right back to John Paul which of course is wonderful for us because if you say well there isn't enough 
link between this particular human this injury and the enterprise you clearly have that once you reach John 
Paul John Paul was working with the enterprise with C court with Bravo and with Oliver North he was the CIA 
agent you might say the CIA asset in the whole of northern Costa Rica so does this mean that then that 
because he's going to be heard he's going to go to a child we're quite confident that it will yes we're we're we 
finished all the paperwork now on the appeal there was another sort of major element that belated the judge 
even 
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element that belated the judge even though we took it up on appeal rather than let the appeal go forward he 
tried to wake myself virtually with a ruling that's called a rule 11 sanctions he got us with a million dollars in 
fines and court costs because we had filed the equivalent of a frivolous lawsuit of course meanwhile eight or 
eight or nine of our defendants have now been charged criminally for the same kinds of things and the most 
recent one being the Costa Rican government coming down it clearly is not a frivolous lawsuit it has been 90 
percent of what we said has already been substantiated by forces or organizations outside the Christian 
Institute so we're convinced that the the sanctions will be taken away found that the original dismiss we'll be 
reversed and that will be back in court which means that we will once again have subpoena power to pursue 
now some of the things that we didn't know existed then in a sense it's going to hurt on this long delay in 
getting our our suit to trial is going to hurt them because we will be better position now to expose to the 
American public what's really at stake here what kinds of connections these people have at the present and 
have had historically because see again this is an important factor we're not simply dealing with some 
privatized group that are that sprung whole cloth from the private sector these people have government 
connections they are in a sense a shadow government again you know even people like Ally North 
established out | think it was during his trial in his trial testimony he said some very interesting things he he 
said that that director Casey CIA director Casey came to him and told him to get this done this is aid to the 
Contras and that he should go to people 
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Contras and that he should go to people in the private sector go to people like Richard Secord and his 
partner Albert Hakim because these people have formed according to Ollie north a virtual mirror image of the 
intelligence community so you can call it mirror image called a shadow government you can call it whatever 
you want but if you think that this is simply conspiratorial nonsense then | think you should react Amanat 
because it is what even Newsweek magazine is called probably the scariest and most serious aspect to the 
whole iran-contra affair and it has not been seriously looked at by Congress they refuse to deal with the drug 
issue at all the so-called war on drugs is not making war upon these people who work together with our 
intelligence community that aspect of the war on being totally forgotten Noreaga is not unique he was a 
known drug dealer but he was our boy he was doing intelligence favors for us with Cubans he was helping to 
provide arms from the Contras and so we looked the other way on his drug dealing this is what what has 
happened a number of drug dealers have had in effect their ticket punched you know if you do a favor for the 
intelligence community if you help with certain State Department goals it's like getting your ticket punched 
they're not going to come out to you later when you're doing deals that are totally on your own and so | think 
most of the drug dealing is not being done by the government or even by intelligence agents be done 
through the private sector but it can't be reached by law enforcement because law enforcement has been 
compromised deals have been cut favors have been done there are too many skeletons in too many closets 
and that's why the war on drugs is is a war of words well it's more than 
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is is a war of words well it's more than that it's a ghastly and expensive waste of taxpayer money but it is not 
a war that's going to stop the drug given because they're they're going after primarily street-level vendors 
and that sort of thing rather than going to the people that they know very well are bringing in drugs by the 
time and apparently the the CIA will tell customs not to search certain plans well at least during the country 
operation the contra supply operation of course is ideally suited for the drug smuggling when you set up a 
whole series of bases secret bases flights that come and go that bypass customs customs is told no no that's 
a national security operation don't mess with it so the plane goes out the plane comes back nobody looks at 
times we know that they were bringing the drugs back right into yes bases my homestead Air Force Base 
and so Florida so that's hard to it's hard to say that this isn't done with a certain amount of collusion now that 
doesn't mean that the that all law enforcement is corrupt customs agents are told this is national security 
don't mess with it they don't mess with it it's not because they're evil it's rootball because they like their job 


they don't want to get transferred to a laconic alaska the next day or because they honestly believe it's a 
national security of bear and you know it's not my part of my job to question so a lot of people will cooperate 
unwittingly with an operation like this and that's what happens and it's quite clear that the drugs have not 
been stopped that they're not going to be stopped and the perpetrators of this massive fraud on the 
American public are basically running free when you when you stop to think about the part of it that has been 
expulsion these are these are 


00:42:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=b4j9kZsJcFY &t=2520s 





has been expulsion these are these are really startling revelations be only one contra thing and you know the 
fact that we've practically had a flute operating out of the basement of the White House and supposedly the 
president didn't know about and then you reflect on the fact that judgeth abour got more time for slapping a 
cop that all of the iran-contra criminals combined at least so far when dexter hasn't and sentence i think it 
gives you some measure of how serious this effort is at stopping these people most of them got a slap on the 
wrist two years unsupervised probation hey all they have to do is next time be a little more careful because 
this was embarrassing but nobody you know we went to jail it's really it's really quite startling when you when 
you think about it two protesters stood up during the iran-contra hearings and unfurled a big banner you 
mean you may recall that the unfurled a banner that said ask about cocaine they started to shout ask him 
about the drugs those protesters went to jail they got months and months in jail for doing that and yet you 
know these people who have devastated the streets of America and have shredded the Constitution and the 
axle and the iran-contra hearings were a total joke because anytime anything real came up about terrorist 
acts or drugs or Oliver North's plans to spend a constitution in a way would say this is national security we'll 
have a secret session right and nothing came out you've got ruled out and you don't have to be a 
Philadelphia lawyer to know about that some of the follow-up questions that should have should have been 
asked you know it was just absurd let me give you one for instance is this one was especially interesting to 
us because we helped to get the information to Congress about the fact that Rob Owen 
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to Congress about the fact that Rob Owen was all he North's courier his right-hand man so to speak private 
part of a government operation when he was about to testify we found out from some friends of ours that he 
had been to Costa Rica he went to Costa Rica the day before a little panda body was there during the 
bombing and then left the next day so we gave this information to a congressman and suggested that he ask 
him some questions about it he did not but he obviously gave the information on to orrin hatch senator 
capture from Utah who then said well now mr. Owen there are some scurrilous rumors here about you being 
in Costa Rica at the time and implying that you may have had some connection with that body you want to 
tell us about that so that we get on the record you know your the nation olan admitted on the record that he 
did go there just prior to it he said as a matter of fact | was meeting the night of the bombing | was meeting 
with John hull the CIA station chief and somebody came to our meeting and informed us at 3:30 in the 
morning that this terrible bombing had happened and all we felt so awful about it and the next day and 
nobody on that whole committee thought to ask him why were you meeting at 3:30 in the morning in that 
particular place with that particular group of people what was your mission for oliver north on that trip there 
wasn't a single follow-up question to that rather startling statement on his behalf i simply you know went right 
on to other questions like oh aren't the wall straight up and down today and you know the sky up now so 
you're quite right that i think it was a joke and again it was an expensive joke because of course the 
american taxpayer paid for it and it was a lot of PR grandstanding on the 
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was a lot of PR grandstanding on the part of congress people only a few like wasn't congressman brooks 
from texas asked the key question he asked about it wasn't there a plan to suspend the constitution it didn't 
oliver north have something to do with that and of course he was gavel down they they would not let him talk 
about that they said that you know this is national security we talk about it to the american public after the 


hall and what and what was the threat national security the fact the american people would find out that that 
all these people in power are racketeers and terrorists well of course of course they often use national 
security as a as a cover-up for anything that's really embarrassing it isn't that random it isn't that the Russian 
pair is going to come over and gobble us up if they find out that this stuff is my | know more about what's 
going on probably than the average American on the street does and the average congressman and the 
average carmine certainly people in intelligence part of the Russian Central Americans certainly know that 
this stuff is going on so the question is from whom are they giving them | think it's quite clear that the bab 
national security argument is simply used to stop stuff that's embarrassing again let me let me give you up 
for instance because it involved us directly during the course of Ollie North's trial his own lawyer his the 
lawyer that was defending him wanted to use certain memoranda that have been written by Rob Olin certain 
him around other said you know where he was going in Central America and some of the things that he had 
done he was forbidden by the US government - first of all they wouldn't give any those those memoranda at 
all and then when they gave them to him they gave them only in an excise form and cut out the parts that 
would be kind of embarrassing to them and they said Oh 
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embarrassing to them and they said Oh national security is at stake here well his lawyer Brendon Sullivan 
pointed out come on accept these same memoranda have already been made public by a group called the 
Christic Institute who introduced them into public court in their lawsuit and we have so here's your stuff that 
you know the court had seen the public had seen journalists had written articles about them and the 
government the US government was still trying to say that this is going to be harmful to national security if 
this gets out it and you know was preposterous person that is since they gave him but it's a concrete 
example of the fact that this national security argument is is simply being used | think again it's a very very 
dangerous doctrine it used to be the old anti-communist now now that we probably aren't going to have to 
worry as much about the Eastern Bloc or Russia and so | think the next thing is going to be more of his cry of 
national security and subversives and third-world people anybody that they can make into the new 
boogeyman the new enemy because this crowd of people has to have enemies they have to in order to 
justify you know hurts what they're doing they they have to have venom so they will create them and it's 
nothing isn't the reason why | Albertan work though the key charges against him were thrown out because 
the National Security Agency basically hid all the evidence oh absolutely if you if you charge people with 
conspiracy for instance then the natural question is going to be with whom did they conspire and it's going to 
go on a ladder and so with most of these people they simply drop the conspiracy charges they didn't go after 
them for violations of the Neutrality Act and arms important export and so on they the major the major issues 
were neglected 
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major the major issues were neglected and they went after for things like misuse of money didn't you buy 
snow tiger it's no wonder that a lot of the public had a hard time figuring out who the heel was and who the 
hero was because only North unbalanced didn't look too bad you know and they when they start going after 
him for these picky little things and and he was a tough and articulate person who was single-mindedness 
look good by comparison fight very well and consistently yeah now why didn't drink it's iran-contra hearings 
why didn't these the senators and congressmen why didn't they speak out why didn't anybody you know 
really push this well again that's a that's a it's a complex problem | think bottom line is that the business of 
Congress is primarily getting re-elected you don't get reelected if you attack and expose the intelligence 
community you don't get reelected if you offend the people who pay your campaign and if those people are 
in league with certain bankers and certain drug dealers hey why dig up a can of worms when you don't have 
to you can slide by talking about snow tires and all isn't this awful you misused money and you lied to 
Congress a few kind of minor things that look like it will give the appearance of the pursuit of justice and so 
we have these these public hearings that we're televised and it's all calculated to giving the appearance of 
something being done about it when in fact nothing was seriously done to wound this operation or even to 


expose what was behind the operations that's why it's so important that we have something like the Christie 
constancy lawsuit we're going after why these things were done and we're trying to expose to the American 
public what these connections are so that they can judge for themselves who they want to 
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judge for themselves who they want to elect what kind of legal reforms they may want what kind of laws to be 
passed do they want an intelligence community for instance that's in bed with drug dealers my guess is that 
once this gets exposed a lot of Americans are going to say you know come on we need intelligence but we 
don't need that and furthermore we don't need an intelligence community that lies to the American public if 
it's a crime to lie to Congress the representatives of the public why is it okay for government officials to 
publicly lie to the citizens who are supposed to be you know the very foundation of the democracy that the 
people who govern derive their just powers from the consent of the government so we have a number of 
reforms in mind like that that people may want to consider but | think it's terribly important that you have 
private watchdogs coming out for these people that we have good journalists pursuing them that we have 
people like the Christic Institute doing a civil lawsuit because it's quite clear that law enforcement has been 
provides it's quite clear that it's just not in the interest of getting reelected in Congress so most people aren't 
going to touch it they would only touch it if they knew that enough of their constituents knew about it and 
we're demanding it then they would go after what was Oliver North's own plan to suspend the Constitution 
but the specific plan that we think Brooks was referring to was something again that we had run into many 
months earlier it was a FEMA plan FEMA is the Federal Emergency Management administration or agency 
and it was something it was set up you know to help in times of earthquake and flood - Courtney the Red 
Cross and other relief agencies and make sure that the things are done in a coordinated fashion well 
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are done in a coordinated fashion well under mr. Reagan brought from California and Lewiston Frieda an old 
buddy of his who got work in intelligence in the state in the 60s against the center's Pima began to 
experiment and expand with well how about besides physical disasters how about looking at disruption 
threats to the national security because of civic unrest and wouldn't it be important to have some contingency 
plans going so one of the plans that they had was known as Rex 84 early exit stands for readiness exercise 
and it began in 1984 it was a readiness exercise to plan to develop 10 bases almost like the old Japanese 
internment camps where theoretically if if Central Americans who had come to the United States potential 
terrorists were on the ground and we're ready to cause trouble if there were a landlord's America they might 
have to be rounded up and put in these detention camps because they would be potential saboteurs much 
like we thought the japanese-americans might be saboteurs during the war effort so that was kind of the 
original concept and they actually took steps to rehearse these readiness exercises it went through a couple 
of different phases but part of it was that if there are these civil disturbances if there are massive 
demonstrations we will declare that a national emergency and suspend the Constitution so that people can 
be rounded up and oh yes in in practicing this and in thinking about it they justified it of course on the 
grounds that well we're going to be we're going to be rounding up these potential terrorists they also though 
started 





terrorists they also though started asking for the list of subversives in other words people who didn't think like 
they think and might be objecting for instance to a US invasion of Nicaragua so rather than have those 
people in the streets of Washington has happened during the Vietnam era they were probably going to find 
themselves in one of these ten detention camps so it was it was a rather interesting scary plan and part of it 
was that they would simply suspend the Constitution by executive decree not by going to Congress and they 
would violate everyone's rights and Jack Brooks thought that this was a rather startling and hound kind of 
dangerous thing to want it to at least talk about it one who at least know wasn't Oliver North somehow 
connected with that the fact is he watched he helped to to draft a part of this plan and he was gavel down he 


was you know | respectfully submit that you do not talk about it at this time well if not that one you know if 
you can't talk about this to the American public for whom these government agents are working in the course 
of their investigation of our affairs when can you talk about when can the American public hear what is 
actually being planned in their kitchen and being justified on the grounds of some kind of national security 
threat and suspending the Constitution of the United States so again | | say these people are are very very 
dangerous to our own democracy how these people were ever labeled conservatives | don't know that's 
impressive they really should be you know in the strict sense of the word they are subversive they are 
undermining the system of checks and balances that was so carefully set up initially and they are dangerous 
they're not conservatives they are dangerous and subversive and so 
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they are dangerous and subversive and so far they've gotten away with and it's almost as if as if basically a 
military coup has taken place in our country but it's all off the shelf that's right the whole iran-contra thing you 
know in any other country it would have been called a coup it would have been they would be designated | 
looked up because they are running government affairs without any kind of colorable constitutional authority 
to do so and now this cause of visco gets me to the idea of well yeah now they they could round up anybody 
any dissidents anybody who disagrees with them anybody who's in favor of dealing with global warming and 
the environment could be like on George Bush's hit list they don't get puts put away they could especially do 
it if they have some rationale whereby this person or a group of people are a threat to national security they 
you know they're worried about the warming but they might as well be against nuclear power or nuclear 
weapons and therefore they're a threat to our military or to our national security there there are a whole 
variety of ways that that could be justified but you're absolutely right if you can declare a national emergency 
by executive degree you don't even have to go to the Congress and you have these plans in place whereby 
people can be rounded up you know no habeas corpus no rights of counsel and all that sort of thing you've 
got night hanging you know it's a very dangerous situation yeah now Rob oh man what we've talked about is 
basically the bagman working without American John Hall and also dealing with this shrimp company which 
was running drugs he initially was a assistant to then-senator Quayle with me yes as a matter of fact when 
John Hall came up to Washington in 1983 precisely 
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came up to Washington in 1983 precisely to start complaining about pastoral the country leader that they 
didn't like and we're turning against because he wouldn't go along with the game plan Paul came 
accompanied by a couple of other Contras came to Washington DC went to the office of the Indiana senator 
because F novel from Indiana but he was introduced at that point to grovel and who was the chief legislative 
assistant for latin-american affairs of Senator flail robble and then took Hull very next day and personally took 
him over to the White House and introduced him to Oliver North so it's quite clear that this man was involved 
with senator Quayle long before bail was chosen his vice president you know everybody said oh because he 
has a pretty face | don't think so and | don't think it was because he was a Rhodes Scholar | think you 
probably have to do with his connections with this off the shelf operation and his ability to continue to run it 
out of the vice president's office which is where it had been running out of for the previous eight years all 
right so so quail is not just the benign buffoon he is a player in this and for the presidency to carry on his 
legacy her to see what they're ruling you for but it's quite clear that he has connections to people like Rob 
Owen and John Hall this kind of nonsense | noticed that whenever the president gives Wales rather short list 
of qualifications one of the things that he always mentioned was that he is he's an expert in national security 
affairs and of course no one ever asked him well what does that mean surely it wasn't his military record that 
made him an expert in national security in Paris so what was it was it his ability to to know 
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was it was it his ability to to know about and deal with the embedment this will kind of you think the CIA and 
the shadow government was involved in the assassination of John Kennedy again that's not something that 
we read directly investigating we do know that some of the people that we're dealing with were involved in 
early shooter the squad that | talked about it was an assassination team that was set up and was trained as 
a matter of fact a triangular fire | think one of the most startling things about the whole Watergate revelation 
is that you have inside the Watergate not just any old burglars but these people who were part of that yes lot 
that shooter team one of the key players in that by the way was village Rodriguez the guy who ground the 
whole with meeting with the vice president and ran the whole resupply of the Contras another was Rafael 
chichi Quintero one of our defendants in our lawsuit yeah it's put it this way it is highly likely about the people 
who did the Kennedy assassination now even Congress has concluded it wasn't alone it was more likely 
some kind of conspiracy some kind of they said members of the dissident Cuban community | am II found or 
members of organized crime but they didn't say is that it's probably this same crowd of people that that were 
involved in that assassination group between the assassinations and we think yes but it's quite likely that 
some of the people are we're dealing with we're involved in the Kennedy but that's that's a whole nother can 
of worms why why and later understand why didn't | happen to Kennedy's challenge 
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didn't | happen to Kennedy's challenge they would be part of it | challenged the Warren Commission it's hard 
to say it's hard to say possibly again because you know there there are compromises people if some of the 
illegal privatized Lac operations were set up through the Kennedy family itself it becomes very hard to go 
after that and expose it and you know | think it's quite clear that Bobby Kennedy when he was Attorney 
General did set up certain schools of wiretapping and illegal surveillance because he wanted to get the Mafia 
or at least the hopup wing you know it's okay to break the rules and fight fire with fire and all that sort of thing 
| don't know I'm speculating but my guess is that there were compromises like that that are liable to come out 
if you pursue Plus you know it doesn't seem to be a terribly healthy thing to do pursue further to cause further 
pain and trauma in the family | don't know why the Kennedys didn't but | think that it's quite clear now two 
rather serious people that there was more to the Kennedy assassination and what more we've never got 
what who are some of the senators who are working towards dismantling this shadow government than 
stopping the atrocities in El Salvador in other places well | don't want to single out any any one or two there 
are a number of progressive people though who realize that our whole policy toward Central America is 
wrong what bothers me so much is so-called liberals sometimes are very unprincipled and will say things like 
well we've got to stop aid to the Contras because it isn't working as though it worked it would be ok and | 
think very often in its kind of an unprincipled viewpoint but there are 
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unprincipled viewpoint but there are there are both Congress people and Senators | think are becoming 
aware of this none of them are very actively going out for this shadow government though because they if 
they do have the consciousness and the will to do it they sometimes aren't in the right committees or don't 
have the right jurisdiction | think Jack Brooks who is now chair of the House Judiciary Committee is in a very 
key spot and he can muster enough support | think congressman Brooks from Texas near land Texas is is a 
very key person and that he will go after it I've spoken to a number of you know the Congressional Black 
Caucus they know that this stuff is going on there are people who are willing to go after it but they don't want 
to do it if it's going to be totally fruitless and it's just going to generate problems for them they need other 
people to eat our people they need to they need to be covered because you see what happened back in the 
sixties when a number of senators and congressmen started going after the intelligence community Frank 
Church of Idaho for instance have the so-called church hearings did establish that the CIA was in bed with 
the Mafia to do assassination programs that's all part of the record of history it's also true that Frank church's 
history he got you know mastered these these political action committees with a lot of right-wing money 
came hill to they targeted about six senators Church of Idaho who had been involved in exposing them Clark 


of lowa Senator Clark of lowa who had exposed the CIA's illegal involvement in Angola he became history 
virtue by of Indiana was attacked he was chair of the Senate Intelligence Committee in committee and that 
by the way is how Dan Quayle got 
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that by the way is how Dan Quayle got his job it was because of a direct attack of right-wing money on 
senator Birch Bayh it was perceived to be some kind of progressive or some kind of threat to the national 
security so all this money came right wing money came in and the media cooperated also a relatively 
unknown person like Danforth Quayle gotten elected that's where he comes from so if not just that he's 
connected to people like Rob Owen we have to look at where this guy comes from because it so that's what 
these that's what these people do they target the people who who are a threat to up to exposing them that's 
right and even good senators and good Congress people you know who would like to do something about 
this you know don't like to get unloved it what do you what do you think of Tom Harkin and they don't like to 
lose the millions of dollars that it now takes to get elected because you know that the right people aren't 
going to be paying | think Tom Harkin is one of the truly principled people in Congress | think there's a lot of 
boat for Yemeni Senator Simon | think that are like | started meeting these but there are a number of good 
solid not a big number that might have but there are a few good solid principled people in Congress they 
need to be supported and encouraged know that they'll be protected if they stick their head up the so-called 
war on drugs and you see how much of it is directed at the banging sound Romans launder this one how 
much havoc is directed at the chemical industry everybody talks about all cocaine you know that comes from 
these farmers who grow the coca leaf etc and cocaine is only one small part coca leaf a large part of it is 
chemical which comes from the US which could be easily traced and the war on drugs isn't targeting much of 
that it would much rather go after blacks in South Central LA and consider them somehow the problem | 
have | never found a plane on John halls ranch that 
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found a plane on John halls ranch that belong to the Crips or the Bloods but I found there were plans there 
that belong to the CIA or to their shadowy mercenary friends in the private sector mentioning John Hogue 
and | just had to read a quote when asked what to do about opponents to reagan's central american foreign 
policies he said that people like Senator Edward Kennedy and John Kerry should quote be lined up against 
the wall and shot tomorrow at sunrise that does not sound like the American Way it hardly does and in fact 
he was being asked questions at that time by Edith hollerman a woman working with the Christian Institute 
she was so startled one of the questions and she went on she said well | suppose you'd like to help be shot 
or shot as well | said no I'd like to have you in bed no this is the guy testifying to these kinds of things under 
oath and business the guy that it doesn't or more Congress people wrote a letter to the president of Costa 
Rica basically trying to get him to back off and not prosecute John oh he's the kind of man that gets 
protection from Congress rather than you know people saying go forth | think the recent elections in 
Nicaragua everybody's bragging involved what a wonderful offense for democracy this is | think it's a disaster 
for democracy because what it means is that ten years of unfair and sometimes totally illegal pressure has 
succeeded now in getting a validation of a position that people want validated that's what they mean by 
democracy | don't think that's what the Founding Fathers nevermind no because basically the whole plan 
was to destabilize the country right with terrorize the civilians destroy their infrastructure so that basically 
they Ortega couldn't make the country work but my point is having succeeded in bringing that kind of 
devastating 
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bringing that kind of devastating economic and military pressure against them and succeeded to the point 
where the people themselves voted for something else they're tired of being starved and they're tired of 
being shot out I think what we can expect is a lot more of the same and in fact | think it's now going to be 
trained on Cuba next week we can see that happening already so basically this is reinforced that these in the 


minds of these like shadow people that pay a work we did it we destroyed this country and we got our people 
back in their combination of covert operations done by our own intelligence community done by contracts 
going out to these privatized operations economic pressures etc those are those are the tools of the 20th 
century that | think are going to be more important because the other the other good you know causes too 
much protests you have a graph you start sending kids kids start coming on body bags cause those 
problems here at home so don't do it that way do it by counterinsurgency get locals to do the dirty work for 
you contract with private companies because you they'll combine the harbor's and gives you greater 
deniability so that that's we're going to see more about quite convinced where have you said queue but 
where else and goal oh the Philippines it's hard to say where else wherever they perceived that their need 
for control house to establish itself right um tell me about the Wednesday morning coalition well the Winston 
Coalition has been a rather interesting phenomenon here in Los Angeles and people from all walks of life 
celebrities but a lot of very ordinary school teachers and mechanics and clergy and so on have been 
gathering once a week out the Federal Building to 
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once a week out the Federal Building to engage in protests both legal protest and civil this will be huge 
people willing to get arrested because they feel that it's just so outrageous what's going on we're involved in 
a trial right now some of us by the way who have engaged in that where the judge is at least allowing to be 
heard so-called necessity defense in other words you say yes we did this and we broke the law but it's there 
was a necessity to do it it's like you see a child in an automobile with all the doors locked and windows rolled 
up and then child is dying of the heat that's being generated in the automobile you break the window you 
break in you know you you you have a necessity to do something about it even though it means you wrinkle 
I'm grateful person so that argument is being triggered by this judge you know whether or not they'll rule on it 
we don't know the trolleys and Pinchot's may be continued on being second but meanwhile the the 
Wednesday morning coalition is not having civil disobedience now every Wednesday but they are continuing 
to meet and are continuing to to try to carry the message to the public that what is going on in Central 
America is fundamentally unfair it's fundamentally immoral and fundamentally on America it's not according 
to our our finest traditions and then we other stop it and this is visit primarily focused on El Salvador it is all it 
how's it interesting el a focus in the sense that one of the things we're trying to show is that dollars sent there 
kill twice because they kill people like my own Jesuit brothers in Salvador the six Jesuits were killed a new 
three of them personally and the two women and workers our dollars are not only killing there they're killing 
here as well because we have homeless we have problems right 
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have homeless we have problems right here in this city that where people are dying for lack of those dollars 
so this war time this war economy is just destroying our economy absolutely that's absolutely correct we're 
sending money out to kill third world people about to be used to build schools in Los Angeles so the kids 
wouldn't have to go to school you know we're using the school buildings now 12 months a year because 
there aren't enough buildings why couldn't we have more buildings for schools and it's even create jobs for 
carpenters and you don't have have a spin-off effect here so that you would the dollars would would not only 
help people here it would prevent this kind of massive ripoff and oppression in Central America that our 
dollars have been supporting what can people do what can we do to help the Christic Institute expose this 
shadow governments well | think there are a lot of things first of all people can get more acquainted with it 
themselves so that they feel comfortable with it and we have a variety of these like books and videotapes 
that are available for that purpose then | think they can start to inform others you know it isn't it isn't a very 
difficult organizing technique to get a video cassette and invite some neighbors in and serve a cup of tea and 
you know show it and discuss it and there's not only art videos there are things like the empowerment project 
has a very good film called cover-up there's a film lawyers program about this shadow government when he 
was given 90 minutes during the bicentennial of the Constitution he made a program called the the shadow 


government our Constitution in crisis and this is by you know somebody like Bill Moyers so there there are 
tools available like that that people can use to educate themselves and educate others besides education 
there is of course legislation we can make more demands on our Congress people there is agitation 
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our Congress people there is agitation one can join things like the Wednesday morning coalition there's a 
whole the whole variety of things | think finally what | always try to get people to do is to use their own talents 
their own self each person can do something and | think it's up to each one of us to find out what it is that | 
can do that's different Christic Institute can do some lawsuits and we're going to do that you can help us with 
those we always need help financially we need volunteers to work and all that kind of thing but | think it's 
important that people find what it is | can do if I'm an artist what it is | can do if | am a mother with children 
what it is | can do no matter where | am there are some things that one can do in that position because 
nobody else has that window on reality that you sow but it's very important | think to discover one's own who 
you're calling or way to use your own talents so basically it's a matter of we get more informed about this talk 
about it with other people and whoever you are whatever you are let this be an extension of what you want 
educate organized use your own talents so that it's an extension of what you are you're a filmmaker make 
films about you know yeah and | the one thing absolutely and | think we need to be wary of in this country is 
the attitude that says oh there's nothing you can do as long as that's around these people will succeed and 
they deliberately try | think to to get that attitude accepted I've never accepted the the notion that there's 
nothing you can do about it and one of the things that intrigues me is that | run into people in places like also 
or people with very little education people who make less than a hundred dollars a 
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who make less than a hundred dollars a year and they're not saying there's nothing | can do they're filled with 
hope and creativity and they see themselves as the actors of history and not just the objects of it anymore 
and that's exciting so you know if they can find a way to do something about it with so little light we have 
resources | mean what's arts we've got all kinds of resources educational and material and otherwise so | 
you know there's always something that everyone can do and another another aspect of it too is that it may 
not seem like much you know but if you if you grab a loose thread on the on the edge of a tapestry pull on 
that thread who knows where it will take you into which parts of the picture the first thing you know you'll be 
in you'll see a different piece of the puzzle that you have Akemi so but it's important to grab mommy with 
thread somewhere you know any kind of the thread any kind of injustice be a local or global and and study it 
and analyze and see how it's a it's a microcosm of the bigger picture and there is always something 
everybody thank you for your courage and your commitment and for giving us your time here my pleasure 


END 


